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T A A NV . A Preliminary Analysis on the Internal Structure of the Giilen Movement
(Hizmet) in Turkey
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This presentation firstly explained the present state of Turkish politics after the foiled coup
attempt of July 15, 2016, which made a huge impact on Turkey. After overviewing a brief
history of the Giilen movement (Hizmet in Turkish), a civil society movement led by the
Muslim intellectual Fethullah Giilen, it examined the internal structure of the movement that
have been emerging since the foiled coup, by analyzing the testimonies of the detained
members of the movement and so on. As a tentative conclusion of this preliminary analysis,
the Giillen movement has insisted that it conducts many activities to promote “democracy” in
Turkey and around the world as a civil society movement, but as a result of analyzing, the
contradiction between the way the movement has present itself to the outside and what it has
been secretly engaged in has been revealed. It was pointed out that within the movement there
are many undemocratic practices and outside the movement, they exerted a predominant
influence on several structures in Turkey, which the AKP government has harshly criticized

as a “Parallel Structure/State”.



