
 

 

Geo-economics is defined broadly as the 
economic effect of trends in geopolitics and 

national power. It is the relationship between a 
region’s geopolitics—most evidently its security 

issues—and its economic development (for 
instance, business-driven cross-border 

integration of markets). 

The current geo-economics shows some signals 
of protectionism and at the same time, stronger 
integration. This create more opportunities, but 

may likewise cause some disturbances, 
affecting the GMS’ socio-economic 

development. This reality merits a regional 
discourse among major stakeholders, which 

Mekong forum 2017 provides. 
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