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Pursuing political interests within authoritarianism: The case of Iran

Tareq Sydiq (Visiting Fellow at Chiba University / University of Marburg)

Recent works on statehood have illustrated inadequacies in conceptualizing politics around a
unified, institutionalized state and have developed understandings of politics as a
multidirectional process rooted in social communities and lifeworlds as much as political and
bureaucratic institutions associated with the state. This is especially urgent in post-colonial
states, which face institutions weakly associated with societies, but not necessarily weak societies
or social engagement, as well as authoritarian states, which in regulating institutionalized
politics push political processes outside of official channels. These findings raise important
questions: How do people pursue political interests, when institutions conventionally understood
to accumulate such interests fail to do so both intentionally and due to inadequacies? And are
they building alternative social institutions?

Studies on anthropological political fields have established a new understanding of what
constitutes politics and political processes, pointing out the importance of non-institutional,
informal practices and policy implementation. Yet, the interaction between citizen's political
interests and how they affect policies remains undertheorized in authoritarianism; unlike
democracies, they lack basic mechanisms of interest articulation. As works on responsive
authoritarianism point out, however, they still have an interest in allowing some degree of interest
articulation in order to improve their governance and thus their output legitimacy. In my
dissertation, I draw from field work in Iran between October 2017 and October 2018 to develop 4
mechanisms of interest articulation in authoritarianism: Denial, grassroots politics within the
system, cooperation/cooptation regime direction. I argue that these mechanisms become more
salient in times of crisis, as they are challenged from both sides and renegotiated. Despite this,
they are crucial dynamics in times of relative stability as they allow for limited successes for both

sides and allow compromises.
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China’s Seaport Diplomacy in the Eastern Mediterranean

Zhigiang Zou (Middle East Studies Institute of Shanghai International Studies University)

China seeks to build a multi-polar structure in the Eastern Mediterranean through economic
aggrandizement without challenging the political and security order in the region. Different from
the US, Russia, Britain and France which rely on military presence in the region, China has built
a substantial economic presence within its ambitious framework of the “Belt and Road Initiative”,
exemplified by its seaport diplomacy towards Greece, Turkey, Egypt, Israel and Lebanon. China’s
seaport diplomacy is shaped by its development-oriented mentality, and it is driven by the
economic competitiveness of the host countries, China’s economic independence and political
affinity with the target states, as well as the development potential and the regional influence of
the target seaports. Beijing highlights that its geo-economic interests, represented by its
participation in the seaport development is compatible with other great powers’ geo-political
interests in the region. China’s geo-economic power projection is believed to be more compatible
with US, EU, Russia and other established powers’ geo-political presence to lessen “China Threat”
assumption. China’s seaport diplomacy is pragmatic on a case-by-case basis. Its seaport
investment can be divided into three different levels. Greece and Egypt rank the first, because
they are more prominent on seaport development with global significance, securing the pivotal
positions in the Eastern Mediterranean. Port Piraeus, Port Said and Damietta are the most
significant ports in the Eastern Mediterranean for China. The seaports constructed by Chinese
companies in Turkey and Israel enjoy a secondary position. China’s participation in Port Tripoli
of Lebanon ranks the third, which aims to be almost exclusively used for the post-war
reconstruction of Syria in the years to come. However, China’s seaport diplomacy in this region
are faced with various hurdles, including seaport overcapacity, debt traps, and great powers’
geopolitical rivalry. In the long run, China’s commercial seaport projects in the Eastern
Mediterranean may have potential clash with the US and EU due to the escalating mutual
mistrust among great powers, making it hard for Beijing to seek economic benefit while shelving

political entanglement.

&% —1U — | keywords: Eastern Mediterranean; Seaport Diplomacy; China and the Middle East; the
Maritime Silk Road; Belt and Road Initiative



Internalization of the International Human Rights Law and Culture
A case study of universal gender norms and local cultural practices in Kenya
Ayako Hatano (The University of Tokyo, Ph.D. Student)

The objective of this study is to explore how the society internalize the international human rights
norms, including development agenda and guidelines such as the Sustainable Development Goals
at the domestic level, through the implementation of those in the dynamic interaction of the
government, global and local civil society and international organizations. As a case study, it
examines the laws and regulations on gendered cultural practices in Kenya, focusing on the
development of the law which criminalizes Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) in 2011, where the
tension between universalism and localism exists. Despite the enactment of the stringent
legislation which responded to the call from international organizations and civil society groups,
and to the recommendations from international human rights treaty bodies for eradication of
FGM, FGM continues to be practiced widely in rural areas and is often justified as a cultural
practice. Against this backdrop, this study analyses if there was a “socialization” or
“acculturalization” of the international human rights norms in the development process of the
anti-FGM law, based on the theory of the socialization of international legal norms and
transnational legal processes to promote national obedience of international human rights law
[Koh 1999, Goodman and Jinks 2013]. Applying empirical research methods, this paper explores
how the society does incorporate, or not, the international human rights norms against FGM into
the diverse historical, political and societal domestic context, in the surge of global movements for
women’s rights and gender equality, as well as foreign relations surrounding international human
rights and development. This study reveals how a society can move from a textual internalization
to “internalization on the ground,” in the sense of a genuine social acceptance of human rights
norms, appropriation and local adoption of globally generated ideas and strategies, called

“vernacularization” of international human rights [Levitt and Merry 2009].

keywords: International Human Rights; Gender and Reproductive Rights; Law and Development;

Legal Anthropology; African law and society



Contested Legitimacy of Environmental NGOs: Lessons from Anti-Whaling Campaign

Peizhi ZHANG (Ph.D. student of the University of Tokyo)

International nongovernmental organizations(INGOs), despite their increasing influence in
participating in and advocating for environmental issues on a global scale, are often prone to the
controversy of legitimacy. However, the legitimacy of INGOs when they engage in global
environmental issues is only partially observed. So far, the literature has attributed INGOs’
doubtful legitimacy mainly to their inherent deficiency as untraditional actors in international
relations or their lack of full legal status in international law.

This research attempts to examine why INGOs fail to guarantee their legitimacy when
participating in global environmental governance. The global environmental issues and
governance feature complexity of multilateral issue areas, the uncertainty of consequences, and
ambiguity in beneficiary groups. These issues have no longer been restricted to regional pollution
control or resource management. They become more relevant to broad concepts of global justice,
sustainability, collective human security, and so on. In this context, the conventional principles,
morality, and values of INGOs find a gap in ensuring their legitimacy. Besides, the ineffective
interaction of INGOs and other international actors -the INGO community, intergovernmental
organizations, state governments and etc.- should be a factor of their failed legitimacy.

This research focuses on whale conservation as an in-depth case study. Whale conservation is
closely related to the modern view of the human-nature relationship and has been rising as a
widely recognized global norm since the 1980s. While gaining increasing significance in promoting
norms of global environmental governance, INGOs have failed to stop whaling countries like
Japan. This research analyzes why INGOs have failed in the anti-whaling campaign with a
perspective of legitimacy. Discussion is organized into internal factors — organizational values,
strategies and status, and external factors — audiences, discourse, interaction with rivals, and
allies. This research concludes that INGO legitimacy is socially constructed and linked to the
socio-historical context where the INGO operates.

This research offers insights into legitimacy in global environmentalism and the INGOs’ role in

the governance of high seas and conservation of marine life.

Keywords: INGO, legitimacy, anti-whaling campaign, global environmental governance
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