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Philosophical Papers Volume 1

| akatosian “SRP”

- A research programme (not a theory) as the unit of
scientific appraisal and progress/degeneration

« A research programme is composed of:
1) a “hard core” [a set of unchanging, previlaged commitments];

2) a flexible “protective belt” of auxiliary hypotheses; and
3) an array of elaborate problem-solving mechanisms.
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Progressive vs Degenerative RPs

e In a progressive RP, the hard core is tenaciously protected
from refutation by a vast “protective belt” of auxiliary
hypotheses. Even more importantly, a powerful problem-
solving machinery digests anomalies and even turn them
into positive evidence (Lakatos 1978, 4).

* A degenerative RP, by contrast, will produce only ad hoc
auxiliary hypotheses that give way in the face of new
evidence, thereby exposing and weakening the theoretical
core.

(Lynch and Rhodes 2016, 417-418)

SRP D]

Scientific disciplines are best conceptualized as a series of
SRPs ({4 ZDHFIZWL DD DFEET 2SRPHH D) .

« Lakatos (1978,4-5): —a— b OEEHER., 7A > ak4
v OENEER., EFHF(as SRPs); /Lo XF&xR . 784
k D¥EHE DT (as “pseudoscientific” RPs)

« ElIman and Elman (2002): neorealism

« Lynch and Rhodes (2016, 417): the historical-institutionalist
literature on the welfare state
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